
 

Legal Counsel for Youth and Children 
P.O. Box 28629 
Seattle, WA 98118 
www.lcycwa.org          info@lcycwa.org          Phone: 206-494-0323          Fax: 206-649-7538 

April 25, 2023 

Chief Justice Steven Gonzalez 
Washington State Supreme Court 
Email: supreme@courts.wa.gov 

Sent via email only (with attachment) 

Dear Chief Justice Gonzalez and members of the Washington State Supreme Court, 

Legal Counsel for Youth and Children (LCYC) remains in strong support of the adoption of 
JuCR 7.16 and have signed onto the April 13, 2023 letter, submitted by TeamChild on behalf 
of multiple stakeholders addressing the reasons why this rule should be adopted. We write 
this letter to provide additional information that substantiates our support of this rule. 

There is a forthcoming report which is relevant to this discussion entitled “Juvenile 
Detention in Washington: 2021 Updates”, Washington State Center for Court Research, 
Administrative Office of the Courts. Enclosed with this letter is a copy of a PowerPoint 
presentation regarding this report.  

The PowerPoint shows that in Washington State in 2021 there was a 38% decrease in 
admissions from 2020.1  Notably data for Washington Detention Admissions by 
Race/Ethnicity, 2017-2021 showed a 70-74% decrease for youth of color between 2019 and 
2021.2    

Various factors appear to be a part of how the detention admissions have been reduced 
during this time period such as recent legislation of Senate Bill 5290 (2020) (phase out of the 
valid court order exception to place youth in detention for noncriminal behavior) and House 
Bill 2277 (2020) (abolishing the use of solitary confinement and restricting use of room 
confinement and isolation).3    

It was also acknowledged based on anecdotal information that detention admission is 
creeping up, though not to previous levels. Anecdotally relevant is that JuCR 7.16 is still in 
effect and SB 5290 will be fully implemented by July 1, 2023.4  

Thank you for considering this additional information in support of JuCR 7.16, 

Nicole K. McGrath 
Attorney, Legal Counsel for Youth and Children
nicole@lcycwa.org  

1 See “Juvenile Detention in Washington State: 2021 Updates”, WSCCR, AOC, at slide no. 4. 
2 Id. at slide no. 8.  
3 Id. at slide nos. 12 and 13.  
4 Id. at slide no. 18.
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WHAT DO WE ALL WANT 
TO KNOW ABOUT 

JUVENILE DETENTION?

Detention admissions during the height of 
the pandemic (2021)

Detention admissions coming out of the 
pandemic (2022) –available soon

Primary reasons for detention use in 2021

Demographics of the detention population in 
2021

New data elements being collected and 
reported
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REMINDER: WHERE ARE OUR 
STATE’S DETENTION 

FACILITIES LOCATED?

20 county-operated facilities

1 privately-operated facility

2 out-of-state contracted facilities

Clallam and Chelan counties each have a Secure Crisis Residential Centers co-
located with their detention facility (SCRC admission data not included in today’s 
presentation)
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2,078
Youth

3,365 
admissions 

to detention

2,078 unique 
youth admitted

38% decrease in 
admissions from 

2020 

IN WASHINGTON STATE 
IN 2021…

-38%
Admissions
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15% DECREASE 
BETWEEN 2017 AND 

2019

12,535
11,719

10,623

5,384

3,365

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

STATEWIDE JUVENILE DETENTION ADMISSIONS, 
2017-2021

68% DECREASE 
BETWEEN 2019 AND 

2021

5



REDUCTIONS IN 
DETENTION 

POPULATIONS HAVE 
HISTORICALLY LEAD TO 
INCREASES  IN RACIAL 
DISPROPORTIONALITY
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REDUCTIONS IN 
DETENTION 

POPULATIONS HAVE 
HISTORICALLY LEAD TO 
INCREASES  IN RACIAL 
DISPROPORTIONALITY

Nationally, between 
1997 and 2019, white 
youth saw the greatest 
decline in residential 
placements
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IN WASHINGTON, 
66% DECREASE IN 
ADMISS IONS OF 
WHITE YOUTH 

BETWEEN 
2019 & 2021

70-74% DECREASE 
FOR YOUTH OF 

COLOR BETWEEN 
2019 & 2021
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WHAT WERE THE DEMOGRAPHIC 
CHARACTERISTICS OF YOUTH IN 

DETENTION IN 2021?

73.5%

26.5%

Boys Girls

9
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WHAT WERE THE MOST 
COMMON ADMISSION 

REASONS IN 2021?

47.8%

30.7%

11.5%
2.9% 7.1%
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HOW IS RECENT LEGISLATION 
AFFECTING DETENTION PRACTICES 

AND DATA REPORTING?
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SENATE BILL 5290 (2020)

Phases out the use of the valid court order 
exception to put youth in detention for 
noncriminal behavior

Requires aggregate reporting at the 
county level by demographics

Requires documentation and reporting of 
justification for each instance of detention
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HOUSE BILL 2277 (2020)

Outlaws solitary confinement and restricts 
use of room confinement and isolation

Requires DCYF to publish statewide 
report (including JR and local detention)

Requires courts to eventually take over 
reporting and post data on their websites
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HOUSE BILL 2277 (2020)
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SENATE BILL 5092 (2021)

Funds a full-time researcher to examine the 
use of electronic home monitoring (EHM) 
statewide

Requires aggregate reporting at the 
county level by demographics

Plans to increase EHM data availability and 
quality
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SENATE BILL 5092 (2021)
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Non-critical 
case, 56%

Critical case, 
44%

Mental health critical cases* among a 
sample of WA detention admissions, 

2021

NEW DATA COLLECTION: 
MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS OF 

YOUTH IN DETENTION

17
*most common reason for critical case designation was 
suicidality



LOOKING FORWARD

• 2021 report to be released soon

• Will begin working on 2022 report next

• Anecdotally, detention admissions have been creeping up, though not 
to previous levels

• JuCR 7.16 still in effect

• SB 5290 – fully implemented July 1, 2023
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THANK YOU

amanda.gilman@courts.wa.gov
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From: OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK
To: Martinez, Jacquelynn
Subject: FW: LCYC letter and attachment in support of JuCR 7.16 rule
Date: Tuesday, April 25, 2023 9:04:27 AM
Attachments: 2023.04.25 LCYC Ltr re JuCR 7.16.pdf

2023.04.25 LCYC Attchmt re JuCR 7.16 2021_Juvenile Detention overview.pdf
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From: Nicole <Nicole@lcycwa.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 25, 2023 8:58 AM
To: OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK <SUPREME@COURTS.WA.GOV>
Cc: Erin Shea McCann <esmccann@lcycwa.org>; Alex <Alex@lcycwa.org>
Subject: LCYC letter and attachment in support of JuCR 7.16 rule
 
External Email Warning! This email has originated from outside of the Washington State Courts
Network.  Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender, are expecting the
email, and know the content is safe.   If a link sends you to a website where you are asked to validate
using your Account and Password, DO NOT DO SO! Instead, report the incident.

 

Good morning Justice Gonzalez and members of the Washington State Supreme Court,
 
On behalf of Legal Counsel for Youth and Children (LCYC), attached for your review is a letter of
support of JuCR 7.16 rule and PowerPoint document entitled Juvenile Detention in Washington:
2021 Updates, Washington State Center for Court Research, Administrative Office of the Courts.
 
If you have any questions or difficulty opening the documents, please let us know.
 
Thank you,
Nicole McGrath
 
Nicole K. McGrath
Attorney
Legal Counsel for Youth and Children  
PO Box 28629 | Seattle, WA 98118 
206-494-0323 x708 | nicole@lcycwa.org  
206-406-9241 (work cell)
206-649-7538 (e-fax)
 

 

mailto:SUPREME@COURTS.WA.GOV
mailto:Jacquelynn.Martinez@courts.wa.gov
mailto:nicole@lcycwa.org
https://smex-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2flcycwa.org&umid=d0fd2011-4575-4efe-95a0-94f6ea25a7e8&auth=c302d29ff7906effa60127fd92782ca6bfab614f-19757c52f9b10ede09abb1407400e2746d55b5af
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April 25, 2023 


Chief Justice Steven Gonzalez 
Washington State Supreme Court 
Email: supreme@courts.wa.gov 


Sent via email only (with attachment) 


Dear Chief Justice Gonzalez and members of the Washington State Supreme Court, 


Legal Counsel for Youth and Children (LCYC) remains in strong support of the adoption of 
JuCR 7.16 and have signed onto the April 13, 2023 letter, submitted by TeamChild on behalf 
of multiple stakeholders addressing the reasons why this rule should be adopted. We write 
this letter to provide additional information that substantiates our support of this rule. 


There is a forthcoming report which is relevant to this discussion entitled “Juvenile 
Detention in Washington: 2021 Updates”, Washington State Center for Court Research, 
Administrative Office of the Courts. Enclosed with this letter is a copy of a PowerPoint 
presentation regarding this report.  


The PowerPoint shows that in Washington State in 2021 there was a 38% decrease in 
admissions from 2020.1  Notably data for Washington Detention Admissions by 
Race/Ethnicity, 2017-2021 showed a 70-74% decrease for youth of color between 2019 and 
2021.2    


Various factors appear to be a part of how the detention admissions have been reduced 
during this time period such as recent legislation of Senate Bill 5290 (2020) (phase out of the 
valid court order exception to place youth in detention for noncriminal behavior) and House 
Bill 2277 (2020) (abolishing the use of solitary confinement and restricting use of room 
confinement and isolation).3    


It was also acknowledged based on anecdotal information that detention admission is 
creeping up, though not to previous levels. Anecdotally relevant is that JuCR 7.16 is still in 
effect and SB 5290 will be fully implemented by July 1, 2023.4  


Thank you for considering this additional information in support of JuCR 7.16, 


Nicole K. McGrath 
Attorney, Legal Counsel for Youth and Children
nicole@lcycwa.org  


1 See “Juvenile Detention in Washington State: 2021 Updates”, WSCCR, AOC, at slide no. 4. 
2 Id. at slide no. 8.  
3 Id. at slide nos. 12 and 13.  
4 Id. at slide no. 18.
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19.6) (&

Legal Counsel for
Youth and Children





LCYC protects the interests and safety of youth in Washington by advancing their legal rights.
We accomplish our mission through direct legal representation, strong community
partnerships, and systemic advocacy.
 
NOTICE: This electronic communication and any attachments may contain privileged or other
confidential information. If you have received it in error, please advise the sender by email reply and
immediately and permanently delete the message and any attachments without copying, transmitting
or disclosing the contents. Thank you.
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